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After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves.  2 There he was transfigured before them.  His face 

shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.  3 Just then there appeared 

before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.  If you wish, I will put up three 

shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  Listen to him!”  
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  7 But Jesus 

came and touched them.  “Get up,” he said.  “Don’t be afraid.”  8 When they looked up, 

they saw no one except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone 

what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  

 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come,  

Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see.   

Hail, the incarnate Deity. 

Pleased as man with man to dwell  

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark!  The herald angels sing,  

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about” (Lk 2:16).  That night in the little town of Bethlehem, the Savior of the world had 

been born.  Mary and Joseph, wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger.  

If it hadn’t been for the song of those angels to the shepherds, heralding the birth of Jesus as the 

coming of the Lord, God’s Messiah, it would have seemed like the birth of any other child.  It 

would have seemed that way, but it wouldn’t have been, would it?  Because veiled in the human 

flesh of that little boy was the Son of God who had come into His Creation to save us from our 

sins. 

Jesus is the incarnate Deity—God in human flesh, God with us, our Emmanuel!  Since 

our Christmas celebration, we’ve spent the last eight weeks celebrating the season of Epiphany.  

Epiphany is a Greek word which means “a revealing” or “an unveiling.”  Through January and 

February, we’ve seen how God at different times and in different ways pulled back the veil of 

humanity that Jesus had clothed Himself in to show us who He really is.  Today, our celebration 



2 

 

of the festival of the Transfiguration brings that season of Epiphany to a close.  Today, we see 

Jesus unveiled as the glorious and almighty Son of God. 

Holy Spirit, our gracious and sanctifying God, still my heart today as I contemplate your 

Holy Word.  Let the truth of the almighty divinity and tender love of my Savior Jesus fill me 

with confidence for a life of service to you.  Amen. 

The text we’re going to be looking at this morning is our Gospel lesson from Matthew 

17.  It begins by telling us that Jesus took Peter, James, and John up with Him to the top of a tall 

mountain.   Why He picked those three men in particular, the Bible doesn’t tell us.  But why He 

took them along at all was because He wanted them to witness what was going to take place and, 

when the time was right, to share it with us.   

When they reached the top of the mountain, something amazing happened.  [Jesus] was 

transfigured before them.  That word, “transfigured,” means that He took on an appearance 

which they had not seen before.  His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white 

as the light. 

When those shepherds in the fields outside of Bethlehem were visited by the angel who 

told them that Jesus had been born, we’re told the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.  Here was that same radiant glory emanating, not from the heavens above, 

but from Jesus Himself.  And then all of a sudden there with Jesus were Moses and Elijah 

standing and conversing with Him.   

As Peter took in this unbelievable scene that was unfolding before his very eyes, he found 

the courage to speak up and He said, Lord, it is good for us to be here.  If you wish, I will put 

up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.  And while he was still 

speaking, a bright cloud covered them.  And out of the cloud came the voice of God the Father 

who said: This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.  Listen to Him! 

And then, those three disciples responded the same way I imagine you and I would have 

responded.  They threw themselves down onto the ground and hid their faces.  They were 

terrified.  And rightly so!  That glorious light and the cloud, the appearance of God’s servants 

Moses and Elijah and the voice of God the Father, removed any veil that there had been and 

made absolutely clear to them that this man Jesus whom they had been traveling throughout 

Israel with, who had been teaching and instructing them was none other than God Himself. 

Who were they to stand in the presence of the Almighty God?  Three sinful men, who 

had broken God’s law.  What they deserved from a Holy, Righteous God was to be snuffed out 

like little candles—cut off from God and all of His blessings.  But is that what Jesus, the Son of 

God did?  No!  He came to them, He reached out and touched them, and He spoke to them, 

saying, Get up and do not be afraid.  And lifting up their eyes they saw only Jesus. 

Over the next few months, Jesus would continue to teach them why they could not stay 

on top of that mountain.  It was because His path was leading Him to another, smaller hill 

outside of Jerusalem.  It was there, that His glory would again be revealed, not as the veil of His 

humanity was pulled aside and His divine glory allowed once more to shine forth, but there, on 

Calvary, His glory would be unveiled through an act of supreme love, as the Son of God 

wrapped in human flesh offered up His glorious life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the 

world. 

It was through that payment for sin that Jesus opened up the door to heaven to sinful 

people like Peter and James and John.  Before he died, John was given a vision by God of the 

glories that await in heaven.  Toward the end of that revelation, John saw heaven laid out before 
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him like a glorious city, and he notes that there was no sun or moon to shed light on that holy 

city.  Instead, the light in heaven came from the glory of the Lamb (Rev 21:23) from Jesus, the 

Son of God.   

It was the knowledge that they would once more stand in the presence of Jesus and bask 

in the light of His glory that inspired John and Peter and James to live bold and aggressive lives 

in His service and in the service of His gospel message.  Even under extreme persecution—even 

in the face of death—they knew that they no longer had anything to fear because Jesus who had 

revealed Himself to them on the Mountain of Transfiguration as God the Son, had also revealed 

to them on Mount Calvary that He was their Savior.  And as surely as they had seen Him risen 

from the dead they knew that He would raise them as well and welcome them to that kingdom of 

His glorious light. 

So what about us?  It’s Rally Sunday, and we’ve gathered together, family and friends, to 

enjoy each other’s company and to eat some tasty chili, but first we’ve rallied together here in 

God’s house to bask in His glory.  But who are you and who am I to come today into God’s 

house and stand before Him in His holy presence?  We are nobody.  We are worse than 

nobody—we are sinners!  We have broken God’s law in more ways than would even seem 

possible.  We have trespassed against Him with our words, with our thoughts, and with our 

actions.  We don’t deserve to be gathered here this morning.  What we deserve is for God to 

snuff us out like so many tiny candles and to cut us off from His love and His blessings. 

But is that what our holy and righteous God has done?  No!  He sent Jesus, the Son of 

God, to die in our place washing away the guilt of our sins. 

Just as He did with those three disciples, cowering in fear on top of that mountain, Jesus 

comes to you as you hide your face from Him because of the guilt of your sins and He speaks to 

you.  Jesus speaks to you in His Word.  And the message He has for you there is this: Do not be 

afraid.  Are you weak?  I am strong.  Have you sinned?  I am the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.  Are pain, struggles, depression, loneliness, suffering, grief, or sadness 

closing in around and pinning you down?  Are Satan and his temptations threatening with their 

darkness?  Jesus says, I am the light of the World.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life (Jn 8:12).  When your sinful flesh, the world around 

you, and the devil himself try to bring you down, Jesus says, Get up.  Don’t be afraid.  Rise and 

shine for my glory is upon you.   

Just think for a minute about how awesome and loving our God is.  We don’t deserve to 

permitted to stand in His presence, much less to hold a conversation with Him.  But he comes to 

us and speaks to us in His Word and invites and instructs us to speak directly to Him in prayer.   

Jesus, God the Son, says, “I love you, and I want you to tell me about your trials and your 

triumphs, your sorrows and your joys.  I want to comfort you and guide you with the promises I 

have in my Word.” And the Father says, This is My Son.  Listen to Him.  So we rally to Jesus 

and to His Word for the saving message of the gospel and the strength and confidence we need 

for daily lives of fearless service to Him 

Now when those three disciples were cowering in fear on the mountaintop.  Jesus didn’t 

just speak to them in love from across the way.  He came right to them, reached out and touched 

each of them in turn.  He gave them the soothing comfort of His touch which said, “Yes, I am 

God Almighty, but I am also still your tender, loving Savior. 

Nor does Jesus only speak to us through His Word.  He reaches out and touches us with 

the water of Holy Baptism.  Through Baptism He brings us into His warm embrace and washes 

our sins away. 
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And He comes to us again, reaches out, and touches us, each time we celebrate the 

Sacrament of the Altar, where He offers us His body and His blood in the bread and the wine and 

promises us that through that body and blood which He gave up for us on the cross we have 

received forgiveness from our sins, and life, and salvation.  

And so we rally together around Jesus and His Word and Sacraments to hear His voice 

and feel His touch as he grabs hold of us and says, Rise up and do not be afraid.  At the end of 

your current sufferings comes incomprehensible glory.  So do not fear, for I am with you; do 

not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 

with my righteous right hand (Is 41:10).  Amen. 

 

 


